
The Woodgrange Estate was built between 1887 and 1892, providing over a thousand new homes 
on what had previously been farmland. Forest Gate had become an attractive place to live after the 
Eastern Counties Railway opened in 1839, stretching from Mile End to Romford. The railway was 
targeted by German bombers in the Second World War, and post-war redevelopment led to further 
significant changes in the area, through rebuilding and the arrival of new communities. 

“Forest Gate became very different… after 
the war. For one thing it suffered heavily with 
bombing. On the Woodgrange estate we had 
one night during the Blitz when landmines 

were dropped... Complete devastation… And 
all because of the railway.”

– Beryl Giller
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“We used to play on bomb sites. They were our 
favourite places to be… There used to be these 
massive, great craters. They were very deep… 
and this was lovely for us because they were 
filled up with water… We used to get match 
sticks and things like that and float them.”

– Ted Pack

They were about the size of a very big dustbin. 
They came down by parachute. You didn’t hear 

them, obviously. We was about a hundred 
yards away, and there was a flash and a bang. 
It was tremendous!… the Princess Alice pub 
was destroyed… the Queens Cinema went… 

the Odeon a bit further down was damaged...”
– Derek Calder, air raid officer

“I saw a doodlebug going overhead… and I 
believe it hit St Stephen’s church… I remember 

playing on the bombsite of St Stephen’s 
church and finding a gas lamp and giving it 

to my Mother, who put it in the outside toilet. 
And we were the only ones in the block with a 

light showing in the outside toilet!... Picking up 
shrapnel and throwing bricks around… ‘Get out 
and go and play or do whatever!’ It was get out 

of your mum’s way, you know?”
– Keith Green

 “That’s when Forest Gate changed… Because there was a lot of building necessary, of course 
the Irish labourers were coming over and living in the area… and then there was the Windrush, 

when the Caribbeans started to come. Because they worked in the railway they seemed to 
gravitate towards Newham. I think it’s lovely!”

– Beryl Giller

A railway map from 1914, showing train lines running through Forest Gate, from Central London to Essex. A hand-painted photo of Forest Gate Broadway, c.1908.

Bomb damage to the Queen’s Cinema (L), suffered in April 1941.

Bombed out houses on Upton Lane, c.1941

St Stephen’s Church, c.1910, taken from Plashet Road onto Green Street. The original Methodist church was demolished after the war due to bomb damage.

A railway map from 1914, showing train lines running through Forest Gate, from Central London to Essex. A hand-painted photo of Forest Gate Broadway, c.1908.

Bomb damage to the Queen’s Cinema (L), suffered in April 1941.
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The original Methodist church was demolished after the war due to bomb damage.St Stephen’s Church, c.1910, taken from Plashet Road onto Green Street.
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