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Mr Darr (L), and friends, in Kuwait, 1962.

A photo from 1904, looking down Woodgrange Road.

Forest Gate has been a way station on the migration routes of various communities who first settled 
in London’s East End before moving to Redbridge and Essex. The changing make-up of Forest Gate, 
which used to have a large Jewish population, can be seen clearly on the High Street. Green Street 
has since been a predominantly Asian area. Since 2004, after several Eastern European countries 
joined the EU, more people from Eastern Europe have made their homes in Newham.

“[Forest Gate] had a very high Jewish 
community… So there were lot of little tailors 

on the corners, Jewish haberdashers.”
– Annette Fry

An Eastside Community Heritage Exhibition. Visit: www.hidden-histories.org.uk

“[I moved to Newham in] January 1975…
you know Woodgrange Road?

We used to call it our own Oxford Street!
You could buy anything, from furniture, to 

jewellery, to clothes, to grocery.”
– Basil Akuwudike

“There was a place in Shaftesbury Road: 
someone was selling chocolate in their front 
door, a Jewish man… There’s a wall in Dorset 
Road that blocks off houses which are a bit 
smarter, and that was called ‘Jewish Island’ 

because the Jewish shopkeepers lived there… 
He opened his door to everyone, this Jewish 
man. And he was selling chocolate… It was 

like walking into Disneyland. A very nice man.” 
– Keith Green

“My mother came in 1973 and opened a little 
shop in Green Street… [She was] originally 

from India, but she had come from Baghdad. 
When she came over Saddam Hussein took 

over, so nobody was allowed back in...
Green Street was very poor in those days. 

There was a bit of a Jewish community. 
They became quite friendly to the family.

What kept everyone together was the 
community that formed... I first noticed it in 

the early ‘80s: All the shops suddenly began to 
be taken over by Asian shopkeepers.”

– Deepak Van

“I came to Green Street in 1989… That’s my 
favourite street. You see all Asian people, 

they have got the shops… There are so many 
gold shops. The women ‘specially cannot 
pass one shop. They stay there up to that 

time the husband come forward, and he say, 
‘Sweetheart, let’s go!’, and she say, ‘No, no! I 

want to go into the shop!’
It’s a Pakistani street… Green Street is just 

like a very big Indian Bazaar… because India 
and Pakistan were same thing.”

– Mohammed Darr
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